
SERMON RECAPS   -  Listen, Read Notes, Reflect 

 

 
 

November 27 – What Spiritual Parents Really Look Like 

What Evangelistically Growing Churches Share: 
1. Passion for knowing and loving God; passion for authentic, transforming relationship with Him shown in prayer, 

learning, worship, and for participating in His impact on the world through service on behalf of the Kingdom. 

2. Passion for those who don’t know/love God to have authentic, transforming relationships with God like in #1. 

3. Passion for relationship building with those who don’t know God, so they can have #1 and #2. 

4. Passion for discipleship, helping everyone to share #1, #2 and #3.    Do I have those kind of relationships, am I 

pursuing them? 
  

You will possess the 

passions of a Spiritual Parent 

• Passionately focused on 

knowing and loving God; 

prayer learning, worship, 

service on behalf of His 

Kingdom. 

• Passionate for those who 

don’t know/love God to 

have relationship with 

Him 

• Passionate for 

relationship building with 

those who don’t 

know/love God 

• Passionate for discipling 

others to become 

passionate, reproducing 

Spiritual Parents 

You will possess the spiritual 

orientation of a Spiritual 

Parent 

• Holy Spirit dependent; 

led 

• Spiritually 

focused/Undistracted 

• Growing Spiritually 

• Kingdom Oriented 

You will have the mindset of 

a Spiritual Parent 

• Reproduction-minded 

• Intentional and Strategic 

• Church Family  / Church 

Community / Unity 

Oriented 

• Responsible / 

Dependable 

You will act like a Spiritual 

Parent 

• Know and love God, 

shown in prayer, 

learning, worship, and 

service on behalf of the 

King 

• Build relationships with 

those who don’t 

know/love God 

• Disciple others to 

become passionate, 

reproducing Spiritual 

Parents

TOUGH QUESTION:   Is it your desire to be a spiritual parent? 

If our hearts say, yes, we want to be, our actions need to follow our passion. 

Do a passion check with the four areas of passion in growing churches.   How do you fit in? 

http://podbay.fm/show/315117018/e/1480273200?autostart=1


November 20 – Discipleship and Mission 
 

Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!”  

Matthew 4:19 

 

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on 

earth.   Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I 

have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

Matthew 28:18-20 

 
 Listen to the sermon and spend some time thinking and praying about this question: 
 

“What should it look like when I am a disciple reaching out to others with the message about 

Christ and His kingdom?” 

 

November 13 - Disciples are Called to Die  

 

7100 Christians have been martyred this year. They don’t ask for prayers that it will stop, but that they 

will be faithful, even unto death. How can we be sacrificial in our safe, prosperous North American life? 

Have a listen to this sermon and then follow through with the challenge presented: Spend time with Jesus, 

have his word convict you and get involved in His kingdom. The sermon says it all! 

 

 

November 6 – Virtuous Discipleship  

Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, 

quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip. They are backstabbers, haters 

of God, insolent, proud, and boastful. They invent new ways of sinning, and they 

disobey their parents. They refuse to understand, break their promises, are heartless, 

and have no mercy. They know God’s justice requires that those who do these things 

deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. Worse yet, they encourage others to do 

them, too. Romans 1:29-32 

You can’t simply equate discipleship with correct living or right behaviour. What you hold in your heart 

and thoughts is much more important in terms of discipleship than what you actually do. Being a disciple 

includes heart and commitment to following Jesus, even before our actions change. Discipleship includes 

actions that head in the direction of following the teaching and practices of Jesus; but we don’t live 

perfectly.  

http://podbay.fm/show/315117018/e/1479668400?autostart=1
http://podbay.fm/show/315117018/e/1479063600?autostart=1
http://podbay.fm/show/315117018/e/1478458800?autostart=1


(1) God wants from us, even more than he wants perfection, authenticity. He wants us to be authentic 

disciples. This is a matter of the heart leading toward the impacting of behaviour.  

Kelly’s paraphrase from Matthew: “Do not murder, but I say don’t lose your temper, 

don’t call anyone a fool, don’t hold grudges and don’t refuse to attempt reconciliation 

when relationships are broken.” “You have heard it said, do not commit adultery, but 

I say to you, getting caught up in the extreme sexual fixation of our society is going to 

ruin you. You need to deal, as a Christian, with your pornography addiction, to say 

nothing of your office affair, because your heart is being impacted in ways you can’t 

begin to know.”  

God wants us to be different inside so that things are different on the outside.  

(2) Right living is not just something that we practice in isolation from the world, or in antithesis to it 

so that we separate ourselves from it. We must practice it in the world, as we still remain not of 

the world Jesus ate with tax collectors, prostitutes, drunkards and thieves. He taught them as he 

ate with them and their lives were changed.  

(3) Sins of omission are just as bad as sins of commission. Jesus said, “You should feed the poor, you 

should give some of your money to the church, you should take care of widows and orphans, you 

should talk to the world about me.” There are some things that we are commanded to do and not 

doing them is just as bad as doing the things that we are not supposed to do.  

(4) One of the things we have to know about righteousness is that we actually can do better than we 

think. We have the Holy Spirit to help and guide us! Read Romans 8 and Galatians 5 to be 

encouraged and inspired to be a better disciple. 

 

October 30 - Discipleship and the Devotions of the Heart  

 

1. What is the devotional life other than the life considered and devoted to God and God’s 

will? 

2. Are you longing to be a devoted disciple?  

3. Discipleship includes devotional training. 

 

  

http://podbay.fm/show/315117018/e/1477854000?autostart=1


October 23 - Swimming Toward Deeper Water 

Think about the following way(s) to deepen your spiritual life:  

Ask yourself 3 questions:  

1. What did Jesus do to go deeper? He spent time alone in prayer. Who did he spend most of his 

time with? What things did he talk about and focus on? You can spend some time reading 

through the Gospels, noting what Jesus did and what His focus was and find a way to be like 

Jesus in your life.  

2. What did David do to go deeper? He was a man after God’s own heart (read Psalm 63:1-8). He 

prayed, wrote down his thoughts, sang and journalled.  

3. What did the early Christians do in Acts 2:42-47? They devoted themselves to teachings, to 

church, to prayer and the breaking of bread. They shared everything. What can you do?  

In addition to contemplating these questions, you could make use of the thousands of resources, by fellow 

Christians, available to you as books and recordings. 

http://podbay.fm/show/315117018/e/1477249200?autostart=1

